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OPTIBENT-987
Powdered rheology additive based on an activated, natural phyllosilicate for aqueous,  
mineral-based dry mix mortars and paste-like binder systems.

Product Data

Composition
Activated, natural phyllosilicate

Typical Properties
The values indicated in this data sheet describe typical properties and do not constitute specification limits.

pH value (2 %): approx. 9-11
Bulk density: 500-700 kg/m³
Moisture content: max. 13 %
Supplied as: free-flowing, gray-white powder

Food Contact Legal Status
For the current food contact legal status, please contact our product safety department or visit www.byk.com 
for further information.

Storage and Transportation
The product is slightly hygroscopic and should be transported and stored dry in the unopened original container 
at temperatures between 0 °C and 30 °C.

Applications

Construction industry

Special Features and Benefits
OPTIBENT-987 produces a thixotropic flow behavior. It improves the anti-sagging properties in pre-mix mortars 
and their ease of processing without impairing the cement hydration. In aqueous paste-like binder systems, 
OPTIBENT-987 increases the storage stability and reduces the settling tendency during application which enables 
thick layers.

OPTIBENT-987 also displays consistent rheological properties even at different temperature conditions.
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RHEOTIX®, SCONA®, SILBYK®, TIXOGEL®, VISCOBYK® and Y 25® are registered trademarks of the BYK group.

The information herein is based on our present knowledge and experience. The information merely describes the properties of our products but no guarantee 
of properties in the legal sense shall be implied. We recommend testing our products as to their suitability for your envisaged purpose prior to use. No warranties 
of any kind, either express or implied, including warranties of merchantability or fitness for a particular purpose, are made regarding any products mentioned 
herein and data or information set forth, or that such products, data or information may be used without infringing intellectual property rights of third parties. 
We reserve the right to make any changes according to technological progress or further developments.
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Recommended Use
OPTIBENT-987 is suitable for a variety of aqueous construction systems in the pH neutral to alkaline 
range.

Mineral based top coats Y

Jointing compounds X

Self-leveling underlayments and self-leveling screeds X

Putties X

Dispersion-based systems X

X especially recommended     Y recommended

Recommended Levels
0.1-2.0 % additive (as supplied) based upon the total formulation, depending on the properties of the 
formulation to be achieved. 

The above recommended levels can be used for orientation. Optimal levels are determined through a 
series of laboratory tests.

Incorporation and Processing Instructions
OPTIBENT-987 is hydrophilic and can be added as supplied to the dry mix mortar formulation.

It is also possible to incorporate the additive as a dispersion (5-7 % solids content) and is especially 
recommended for paste-like systems. OPTIBENT-987 should be added to water slowly whilst stirring and 
pre-dispersed at high shear forces for at least 20 minutes. All other system components can then be 
added.


